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Preface
I first became interested in the topic of unauthorised disclosures by
public servants after reading about Clive Ponting, the civil servant who
leaked information alleging that the government had covered up the
circumstances surrounding the sinking of the Argentinean cruiser,
General Belgrano, during the Falklands conflict. He was acquitted of
breaching the former Official Secrets Act 1911, section 2. The Act which
replaced section 2, the Official Secrets Act 1989, is still in force today,
however the momentum for unauthorised leaking and the methods used
to disseminate the material are changing. In the new age of leaking, how
can whistleblowers raise concerns in the public interest without breaching the law? What is the public interest and who should determine it? Are
the accountability mechanisms in place adequate to provide an alternative
to unauthorised disclosures? This book based, in part, on my Ph.D thesis,
aims to answer these questions.
I have a number of people to thank. I wish to acknowledge the
fantastic support I received from Edward Elgar, in particular, John-Paul
McDonald and Elizabeth Clack, during the preparation of this manuscript. Thanks are due to Professor Brian Martin, Professor David Lewis
and the anonymous reviewers who provided feedback and some excellent
suggestions for structuring the work. Completion of the book would not
have been possible without the support of Dr Richard Hyde, University
of Nottingham, who read drafts, provided detailed feedback and continuously acted as a sounding board to discuss ideas. My thanks are also due
to Professor Tim Wilson, Northumbria University, who read drafts and
provided reflections, and to research assistants Sean Mennim and Mary
McCloskey. During completion of the Ph.D at the University of Durham
I was extremely fortunate to benefit from the considerable expertise of
Professor Ian Leigh. I could not have wished for a better supervisor.
My final thanks are due to Mum for empowering me with the
confidence to reach my goals and to Dad and Wendy for their support.
Any mistakes in this text remain the fault of the author.
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