JOBNAME: Ruhmkorf PAGE: 6 SESS: 2 OUTPUT: Thu May 21 09:13:03 2015

Preface
I first became interested in the role of business in society when I studied
for a Masters in law at the University of Sheffield in 2004–5. Coming
from a German legal background, I was particularly intrigued by the
differences in the regulation of companies in English law and German
law, compounded by discussions I had with Andrew Johnston during that
year. Following the LLM, I qualified as a German lawyer and looked at
companies from a rather practical legal perspective, until 2008, when I
was given the opportunity to run the LLB Law with German degree
course at Sheffield.
In the meantime, the new Companies Act 2006 had been enacted. Its
underlying enlightened shareholder value theory caught my interest;
moreover, the concept of Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) had
gained prominence in the public debate. When I returned to the issue of
the regulation of companies and the relationship of the company with its
various stakeholders, I noticed that there was a substantive body of
literature on CSR in international law and in socio-legal studies. Upon
reflection, I wondered what the contribution of private law could be to
the promotion of CSR. I felt that the literature on CSR and the law had,
so far, largely neglected the role of private law in relation to CSR and as
a consequence became particularly interested in the role of law for the
promotion of CSR in global supply chains. Recent disasters such as the
collapse of the Rana Plaza Building demonstrate the significance of
responsible corporate conduct in global supply chains. This book reflects
this interest as it moves the perspective from CSR more generally to its
particular application in the context of global supply chains.
The writing of this book would not have been possible without the help
of many people. Duncan French, Tammy Hervey and Veronica Ruiz have
been exemplary throughout the whole process and I would like to thank
them all for their support, guidance and hard work. Duncan French
encouraged me to develop my ideas from the beginning and his comments have been very helpful. I benefitted immensely from discussions I
had with Tammy Hervey as well as from her incredibly prompt feedback
on chapters. Additionally, Veronica Ruiz, was a great support and she has
been extremely helpful and responsive throughout. I am also grateful to
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vii

Charlotte Villiers and David Millon for making very valuable comments
that helped me to further develop my ideas.
I must also thank several colleagues, former colleagues and friends for
their support and encouragement during the work on this book. In
particular, I would like to thank John Birds, Kate Bracegirdle, Paul
Cardwell, Vicky Chico, Richard Collins, Liz Hall, Simon Holdaway,
Andrew Johnston, Sorcha MacLeod, Zoe Ollerenshaw and Joanna Shapland for help and advice. I have been fortunate to work alongside
excellent colleagues, many of whom have become friends. They have
been very supportive during the whole process. I am also very grateful to
Thomas Lundmark who raised my interest in Common Law during my
undergraduate law studies in Germany and who supported my application
for the position at the University of Sheffield in 2008.
I would like to express my gratitude to the staff at Edward Elgar and in
particular to my Commissioning Editor, Ben Booth, for encouraging me
to write the monograph and for being supportive throughout the process.
On a personal level, I would like to thank my parents Ingrid and Uwe
Rühmkorf for their love, encouragement and support throughout my
studies and for always being there in times of need. My biggest thanks go
to my wife, Dagmar Rühmkorf. Words cannot express how grateful I am
for her love and support. I would have never been able to complete the
book without her constant encouragement, patience, reassurance and
understanding.
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