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Preface
The regional and urban development policy of the European Union, or
more precisely, EU Cohesion Policy, is currently undergoing many
changes. These changes are driven both by the enormous changes in
European regions and also by changes in thinking and analysis. The
issues raised by these changes touch on fundamental analytical and
conceptual matters regarding the nature of regional growth and development processes as well as the case for public policy in this arena. The
debates regarding the policy changes cannot be separated from a detailed
assessment of the major regional and urban features of the European
economy. Moreover, the issues raised by the changes to regional and
urban development policy in Europe also span many different academic
disciplines and build on many different research methodologies and no
single discipline or analytical approach has a monopoly of knowledge. A
broad approach is therefore required in order to properly address these
issues and while many of the main themes of the book follow an
economic geography approach, this book explicitly incorporates insights
from a range of different disciplines. As such, in terms of scientific
audiences, this book is aimed at all economists, geographers, regional
scientists, spatial planners, transportation scientists, sociologists, urban
studies researchers, environmental scholars, political scientists and
policy-analysts who are interested in regional and urban issues.
In terms of professional audiences the book is aimed principally at two
rather different audiences. On the one hand, the book is written for a
range of academics, scholars and researchers – working in fields such as
economics, geography, environmental sciences, spatial and land-use
planning, political science, urban studies, sociology and transportation
systems – who are interested in issues of EU regional development but
for whom many of the EU regional policy discussions and debates are
rather opaque. Many of the EU Cohesion Policy debates and the
policy-related publications often presume a great deal of prior knowledge
regarding legal, institutional, political and economic issues specific to the
policy in question, and it can be quite difficult to find an arena where
such a body of both background and core material can be easily accessed
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xi

in a single volume. This book therefore aims to synthesise these
discussions into an accessible and research-relevant format.
On the other hand, this book is written for policy-makers working at
EU, national, regional or local governance authorities, who have a
reasonably good knowledge of the workings and architecture of the
policy but for whom some of the conceptual debates seem to be rather
abstruse. Many of these policy-makers have a broad understanding of
the day-to-day case for the policy, but tend to be largely unaware of the
fierce academic debates regarding the nature of the policy or the
arguments about the justifications for or against the policy. In addition,
policy-makers are also often unaware of the extent to which these debates
both inform and also draw from much wider international and global
debates well beyond Europe. These are not just European issues but
matters of more general relevance for many parts of the world. Again,
this book aims to synthesise these discussions into an accessible and
policy-relevant format.
Finally, as well as examining the major regional and urban features of
the European economy and then discussing the analytical underpinnings
of the current re-design to EU Cohesion Policy, the book also aims to
provide a roadmap of the various EU regional and urban data-sources
which are available to researchers and policy-makers. There are numerous sources of high quality data on almost all aspects of the regional and
urban economies of Europe. Sometimes, however, these are rather
fragmented and produced by different institutions and organisations and
therefore an overview of where and how to find out what is also an
important aspect of this book. Much more is known about regional and
urban issues in Europe than many observers realise and basing all
policy-related discussions on sound evidence is essential. Indeed, this is
one of the fundamental principles of the policy-reform.
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Disclaimer
I have taken on board advice and insights from these many different
people but in the end the material contained in this book reflects entirely
my own understanding of these issues. The material contained here
therefore does not reflect the views of any sub-national, national,
international or European organisations, but reflects my own understanding as a scholar and a policy adviser.
Philip McCann
Special Adviser to the European Commissioner for Regional Policy,
Johannes Hahn, 2010–2013
Chief Scientific Advisor 2013–2014: Investment for Jobs and Growth –
Promoting Development and Good Governance in EU Regions and
Cities. Sixth Report on Economic, Social and Territorial Cohesion
Groningen, the Netherlands
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