Preface
Publish or perish (POP) has become a global phenomenon, as universities worldwide put pressure on academic staff to publish or perish, where
‘perish’ could be anything from denial of promotion to passing away. The
doctrine of publish or perish may be advocated on the grounds that a
good track record in publications brings attention to the authors and their
institutions, which can facilitate continued funding and the progress of
those authors. However, the perceived advantages of POP pale into insignificance compared to the adverse consequences of guiding academia by
the rules of this doctrine.
Having lived through the culture of publish and perish for over 25
years, I thought that writing a book on the subject would be a stimulating exercise, and so it has been. The book covers not only the concept and
consequences of POP but also related topics. For example, an ingredient
of the publish-or-perish culture is the wasteful activity of journal ranking.
Another issue is that whether an academic publishes or not may lie entirely
out of his or her control and in the hands of people, called referees, whom
the author does not even know. Another issue that goes hand in hand with
the publish-or-perish culture is that universities are allocated public funds
as drips via some costly but ineffective and not impartial research evaluation programmes. All of these topics are dealt with in detail in the ten
chapters of this book. It is also demonstrated that the publish-or-perish
doctrine is a product of the dominance of the neoliberal, free-market
approach to economic activity and that its emergence coincided with the
Reagan–Thatcher ‘counter-revolution’.
Writing this book would not have been possible without the help and
encouragement I received from family, friends and colleagues. My utmost
gratitude must go to my wife, children and grandson (Afaf, Nisreen,
Danny and Ryan) who are my source of joy. As usual, Afaf was instrumental in helping me finish the manuscript by providing technical support
in various shapes and forms, particularly data collection and graphics. I
would also like to thank my colleagues and friends, including John Vaz,
Kelly Burns, Vikash Ramiah, Mike Dempsey, Larry Li, Liam Lenten and
Brien McDonald.
In preparing the manuscript, I benefited from an exchange of ideas with
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members of the Table 14 Discussion Group, and for this reason I would
like to thank Bob Parsons, Greg O’Brien, Greg Bailey, Bill Breen, Paul
Rule, Peter Murphy, Bob Brownlee and Tony Paligano. My thanks also
go to friends and former colleagues who live far away but provide help via
means of telecommunication, including Kevin Dowd (to whom I owe intellectual debt), Razzaque Bhatti, Ron Ripple, Bob Sedgwick, Sean Holly,
Dan Hemmings and Ian Baxter. Last, but not least, I would like to thank
Alex Pettifer, Editorial Director of Edward Elgar Publishing, who encouraged me to write this book.
Naturally, I am the only one responsible for any errors and omissions
that may be found in this book. It is dedicated to my daughter, Nisreen, my
son, Danny, and my grandson, Ryan.
Imad A. Moosa
May, 2017

Imad A. Moosa - 9781786434937
Downloaded from Elgar Online at 07/09/2020 11:35:57PM
via free access

MOOSA TEXT.indd 8

06/12/2017 08:53

