Preface
This book lies at the interface of the natural sciences, economics and
philosophy. It builds on the results of a major research programme
that has evolved over the last ﬁfteen years in various strands, with the
aim of providing conceptual foundations for ecological economics and for
environmental policy.
As in any jointly authored book, each chapter has a diﬀerent weight
of contribution by the three authors. However, our collaboration in research and in writing this book was so extremely close that even when
the original version of a chapter was drafted by only one or two of us, a
signiﬁcant inﬂuence of all three of us is present in every chapter. Furthermore, in writing various chapters of this book we have been very
fortunate to enjoy the collaboration of a number of colleagues with backgrounds in business administration, chemistry, economics, engineering,
mathematics, philosophy, physics. Each of them has made a unique
and very diﬀerent contribution, as acknowledged on pages vii–viii. As a
result, this book is fundamentally interdisciplinary.
The University of Heidelberg’s Interdisciplinary Institute for Environmental Economics provided an ideal platform for conducting this
research. We are grateful for the opportunity to beneﬁt from its environment of intellectual openness and scientiﬁc excellence. Indeed, all
three authors, and most of the cooperating and contributing authors,
have been associated with this institution in one way or another. We are
also grateful for the comments and ideas that emerged from discussion
with students when one of us (S.B.) taught courses on this material in
Heidelberg in 2002/03 and 2004/05. In particular, we thank Christoph
Heinzel, Eva Kiesele, Philipp Krohn, Karoline Rogge, Christian Traeger
and Torsten Stein.
Over the years, we have received comments on the ideas and material presented here from a large number of colleagues. We are grateful for critical and constructive comments, as well as for stimulating
discussions, to Frank Ackerman, Shmuel Amir, Peter Bernholz, Guido
Bünstorf, Mick Common, John Coulter, Harald Dyckhoﬀ, Bernhard Eckwert, John Ehrenfeld, Stefan Felder, Karin Frank, Manuel Frondel, Jörg
Hüfner, Frank Jöst, Bernd Klauer, Andreas Lange, Reiner Kümmel,
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Schmidt, Armin Schmutzler, Jeroen van den Bergh, Ralph Winkler, Ulrich Witt, as well as anonymous reviewers of the journals Ecological
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When preparing the ﬁnal draft of the manuscript we very much appreciated the high-quality editorial support from Edward Elgar Publishing.
Also, Dale Adams, Maximilian Mihm and Paul Ronning have helped
improve language and style. Simone Bauer has helped editing the references.
We thank the following publishers for permission to use material from
previously published articles, as indicated in the respective chapters.
Elsevier Science for the use of material from
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