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Social science can be practised in more or less risky ways. Pursuing one
unchanging line of research, whatever the novely of the findings it yields, is
one option. It is safer than others, but it is often associated with decreasing
returns. Investigating the surprises emerging from the field and using them
as a hunch is another option, and often a fruitful one. But conversely there
are more risks involved. This book is the result of the second option. All
of the findings exposed were unexpected with regard to my initial research
project. I intended to investigate the power of independent regulatory
agencies, by comparing European food and pharmaceutical agencies. My
strategy was to circumvent the usual controversies that seemed to justify
the creation of these agencies and determine their success or failure, to
study the admittedly more mundane and nitty-gritty aspects: what people
in these agencies do, their day-to-day acts and practices, their expertise
and ways of thinking, the way in which the objects of their action are constituted, categorised and classified, and so on. One thing made a strong
impression on me (and despaired me a little too) as I started to interview
and observe people. All used a highly coded language in the most natural
way to describe the regulatory activities in the area. They had a language
of their own. They employed a number of very neutral and procedural
terms, often neologisms, without apparent need to define them even
though there was nothing natural in regulation being constructed by such
terms. ‘Periodic safety update report’, ‘post-authorisation safety study’,
‘marketing authorisation’ and ‘pharmacovigilance’, ‘risk assessment’,
‘risk management’, ‘traceability’, ‘rapid alert system’, ‘identification of
emerging risks’ or ‘epidemio-surveillance’ sounded to me like a very odd
glossary. They indicated that the daily practice of regulation seemed
coded and to some extent also codified. There was enough there I thought
to depart from my original plans and I set out to understand how this
knowledge to conduct regulatory activities comes about.
The result of this intellectual journey is exposed in the book, so I need
not go into more details here. But I want to thank the people who took
the risk of accompanying me down this road. Jean-Claude Thoenig could
have discouraged me from taking such an unprepared change of direction
and pushed me on safer paths. Instead, his interest grew as I progressed
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and he supported this research with his infinite skill, lucidity and motivation for creative research. I am grateful for the chance I have had to work
with him. I want to thank Pierre-Benoit Joly as another person who followed my research as it developed and helped it. Numerous exchanges
with him contributed to shaping my analysis and this book.
I have made other very inspirational encounters that I would not have
had I continued on the original itinerary. I have had the pleasure to work
with Mike Power at the LSE Centre for Analysis of Risk and Regulation
(CARR) for a few years now. Key ideas in this book have sprung from
discussions with him. I can only hope he will appreciate and possibly even
profit from what I have done with these conversations. Bridget Hutter was
there at important times when further motivation and organisation was
needed to continue with this project, distilling important pieces of advice
along the way. In this sense she is fully associated with the outcome and I
hope this will not displease her.
Other people were essential for writing this book, notably the many
scientists who I interviewed and who were extremely generous with their
time, information and insights. It often was a pleasure and enriching to
meet them, and some indeed became friends on the way. In this context
I want to express my gratitude to Peter Arlett, Gaby Danan, Jean-Louis
Jouve, Bevan Moseley, René Royer, Michel Van Schothorst, Philippe
Verger and Patrick Waller. There are many others who agreed to be interviewed, in too large numbers to be thanked here personally, but I want to
express my deep appreciation.
This book would have been totally different if it had not been written
in CARR, with its unique blend of people and perspectives. My thanks
extend to past and present members of CARR, with whom this work was
shared and tested in more or less formal ways: Michael Barzelay, Yasmine
Chahed, John Downer, Sarah Dry, Martin Giraudeau, Jeanette Hofmann,
Lisa Kurunmaaki, Javier Lezaun, Martin Lodge, Andrea Mennicken,
Peter Miller, Yuval Millo, Carl Macrae, Henry Rothstein, Rita Samiolo
and Jakob Vestergaard. Outside CARR, I have greatly benefited from the
comments of three people in particular: Frank Cochoy, Didier Tabuteau
and Peter Weingart. I thank the following for very fruitful discussions on
various occasions, including Jean-Claude André (who got me interested
in the issue of risk), Daniel Benamouzig, Laure Bonnaud, Olivier Borraz,
Soraya Boudia, Steve Collier, Antoine Debure, Jim Dratwa, Matthew
Eagleton-Pierce, Jean-Christophe Graz, Boris Hauray, Frederic Keck,
Justus Lentsch, Claire Marris, Erik Milstone, Andrei Mogoutov (the man
behind the scientometrics used in this book), Mick Moran, Sigrid Quack,
Akos Rona-Tas, Stefan Schepers (who co-funded this project), Ebba
Sjogren and Didier Torny.
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There are a few people who contributed to shape the book as it finally is
and I owe them a lot. It has been a pleasure to work with Catherine Elgar
and Tim Williams, who showed great enthusiasm for my project and made
the whole publishing process as pleasant as it can be. Pauline Khng did a
great job copy-editing and improving the manuscript, with great reliability, swiftness and kindness. I had a lot of fun and also learned quite a few
things sharing an office and the challenge of getting a book done with Carl
and John. I am heavily indebted to the following colleagues who looked
at draft versions of all or part of this book: Andrea, Carl, Javier, Jeanette,
Mike and Rita. They deserve special thanks here for giving me the opportunity to improve it so much – and to have a glimpse of what academic
solidarity and friendship is. I hope they will enjoy rediscovering the book
in its final print version and possibly learn something from it for them too.
Finally, Charline deserves special thanks for weathering the many ups and
downs that inevitably come with this enterprise of writing a book, and
specifically for unfailing support during the arduous final weeks of work.

David Demortain - 9781849809443
Downloaded from Elgar Online at 04/06/2020 07:20:56PM
via free access

M2682 - DEMORTAIN TEXT.indd xi

27/07/2011 16:03

David Demortain - 9781849809443
Downloaded from Elgar Online at 04/06/2020 07:20:56PM
via free access

M2682 - DEMORTAIN TEXT.indd xii

27/07/2011 16:03

