Contributors
Felipe Barrera-Osorio is Assistant Professor at the Graduate School of
Education, Harvard University. He applies impact evaluation methods to find
causal effects of innovative programs in education. His research covers programs
such as conditional cash transfers, elimination of user fees, public-private partnerships, school based management and teacher incentives, among others. Until
2011, he was Senior Economist at the World Bank, evaluating programs in Chile,
Colombia, Jordan, Kenya, and Pakistan. Previously, he worked as the Deputy
Director of the Colombian think-tank Fedesarrollo. In 2008, he was awarded
the Juan Luis Londoño Medal – a recognition that is given every two years to a
Colombian economist under 40 years of age – for his research in education. Mr.
Barrera received a Ph.D. in Economics from the University of Maryland, College
Park and a BA degree in Economics from University of los Andes, Colombia.
Dr. Zahra Bhanji is a Policy and Research Manager at The Learning
Partnership, a Canadian education NGO. She leads the organization’s national
research and evaluation initiatives and multi-sector knowledge mobilization
activities. Zahra was a Ph.D. Associate with the Lee-Chin Institute for Corporate
Citizenship at the Rotman School of Management, University of Toronto (UT)
in 2010–2011. Her research expertise includes non-state engagement and partnerships in education policy and practice. Zahra’s publishing record includes
articles in the Comparative Education Review and Globalisation, Societies and
Education. As a lecturer, she has taught bachelor and graduate courses at OISE/
UT and Humber College. Zahra also developed partnerships for the Aga Khan
Foundation (AKF) Egypt and conducted research for 8 months in rural Gujarat
as a CIDA/AKF International Development Management Fellow. Zahra holds
a Ph.D. in Education Administration and Comparative International Education.
Her research was on Microsoft’s education authority in Jordan and South Africa
and was funded by the International Development Research Centre.
Alexandra Draxler is an education specialist who worked for many years
for UNESCO. She was the Secretary of the International Commission on
Education for the Twenty-first Century (created by UNESCO), whose report
‘Education: the Treasure Within’ (1996) was published in more than 30
languages. Currently she is an independent consultant working on education
vii
Susan L. Robertson, Karen Mundy, Antoni Verger and Francine Menashy - 9780857930699
Downloaded from Elgar Online at 04/07/2020 09:18:14PM
via free access

viii

Public private partnerships in education
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