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Preface and Acknowledgments

During my work at the Dutch Ministry for Environment in the last 

decades of the twentieth century and the fi rst decade of the twenty-fi rst 

century I have been fascinated by the question what drives the sustainable 

development movement. During these years I saw the move from some 

inspiring leaders expressing their vision in governmental initiatives to a 

much wider activity of NGOs and in particular companies. I wondered if 

this was a logical development dictated by free market forces or if other 

drivers were to be accounted for. It brought me to the idea to also focus 

on the people behind the transformation that was taking place where 

sustainable development was strived for. Part of the book presents the 

outcome of my work on these issues during the period 2000-2012, fi rst at 

Globus, the Institute for Globalisation and Sustainable Development and 

later at Telos, Tilburg University Sustainability Centre, both at Tilburg 

University, the Netherlands.

Furthermore several renowned experts in the fi eld contributed to the 

book with their insights and experiences on the issues discussed.

The book gives the reader an overview of drivers for sustainable devel-

opment and explains how it materialized from a global governmental 

commitment to a concrete redesign of activities at individual, company 

and community levels. Its contributions show what is needed to make a 

next step in diff erent situations, ranging from general business initiatives 

to creating local market opportunities. It is meant to help recognize how 

individual and collective attitudes are essential in the changes sustainable 

development aims at and which factors can uplift or downgrade these 

attitudes. The targeted audience is diverse. It ranges from those who want 

to orientate themselves in the fi eld to experts wishing to broaden their 

views. The book aims to be relevant to academics with an interest in sus-

tainable development and corporate social responsibility matters, public 

 administration and public-private interactions; governmental policy- 

makers involved in environmental, social and economic issues; policy-

makers in supranational organizations; corporate managers, corporate 

support staff , and liaison offi  cers of business associations; policy-makers 

in non-governmental organizations; and private persons.

A gratefully acknowledged grant from Triodosbank Foundation, Zeist, 
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the Netherlands and Iona Foundation, Amsterdam, the Netherlands 

gave me the opportunity to collect the study material available and invite 

several experts to share their views and experiences on related issues. I 

sincerely thank Edward Elgar Publishing for its commitment in an early 

phase to publish this book. I also thank Jeanne Bovenberg-Meyer for the 

determination and quality with which she copy-edited the book in the 

short time available to her.

Kees Zoeteman (editor)

Tilburg, January 2012
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