Preface
As part of the research project ‘The policy ideas and practice of active
ageing: political, economic and cultural challenges in Europe’, directed
by senior researcher Rune Ervik, we organized a workshop on ‘Ideas and
practices of ageing policies: European and national perspectives’ at the
Uni Rokkan Centre – Stein Rokkan Centre for Social Studies, Bergen, in
March 2012. The centre is a department within Uni Research, a research
enterprise owned by the University of Bergen. Most of the chapters in this
volume were presented at the workshop in Bergen.
The project and workshop were funded by the Norwegian Research
Council (Grant number 187784). This book has benefitted from the
efforts of the project’s international partners, representing; Germany
(Stein Kuhnle, Christof Schiller), Ireland (Martha Doyle, Virpi Timonen),
Poland (Zuzanna Drożdżak, Jolanta Perek-Białas, Anna Ruzik-
Sierdzińska, Konrad Turek) and the UK (Liam Foster, Alan Walker).We
very much appreciate that Maria Gabriella Melchiorre, Andrea Principi
and Giovanni Lamura from Italy accepted the invitation to join the book
project after the workshop. Rune Ervik, Ingrid Helgøy, Nanna Kildal,
Tord Skogedal Lindén and Even Nilssen represented the Norwegian team
of researchers.
We are most grateful toall contributors for their chapters and insightful
and constructive comments on the work presented at the workshop. Our
special thanks go to Martha Doyle, Christ of Schiller and Alan Walker,
who commented on the book’s introduction and conclusion. We would
also like to thank Stein Kuhnle, who participated in the workshop as an
active discussant and chair. With the publisher we would like to express
our gratitude to Emily Neukomm and John-Paul McDonald for helping
us to prepare the manuscript and organizing a review. Three anonymous
evaluators of our book proposal provided us with important comments.
Several chapters rely on interviews and we thank the informants for their
agreement to be interviewed and providing us with insights on the making
of ageing policy. Finally, we acknowledge the support of the Uni Rokkan
Centre – Stein Rokkan Centre for Social Studies during the project.
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