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When Olivier Moréteau was invited to act as Editor of the Comparative Legal History
volume in the Research Handbooks in Comparative Law Series, he only accepted after
having secured the cooperation of his friend Aniceto Masferrer, President of the
European Society for Comparative Legal History. Both discussed the project with Kjell
Å. Modéer who was invited to join the editorial team. In the process of initiating the
book, editors and contributors were given the chance to meet in Lund in the summer of
2013 for a critical and congenial discussion of the book project and the line of its
content, with the help of the Olin Foundation. This contributed to making it a more
comprehensive and cohesive project. From that time on, the project was in the hands of
the ‘3M’ group. As everyone knows, the three musketeers were really four, and it was
no different with us, since we received valuable support from Remco van Rhee, who
like many participants in the volume, wanted this project to be on the shelves ready for
its audience. ‘All for one and one for all’ became the hallmark of the volume, and the
3Ms are grateful to Re-M-co for extending help as the book was nearing completion,
changing the unreachable horizon into a finish line.

Together with the publication of its homonym and well-established journal, the
present volume is an emblematic product of the European Society for Comparative
Legal History. Like the journal, it is targeting a worldwide audience. It is quite an
ambition to be at the forefront of an academic activity looking to the past. Both the
journal and the book are six-year-old projects, which is young regarding the spam of
history they cover. Both are crafted as beacons of an emerging discipline and
confidently await the critical judgment of their readership and history.

The authors are reputable scholars from all continents. The 18 chapters cover a broad
array of topics while contributing to establishing comparative legal history as a
recognized discipline. Besides the authors and their team at their respective institutions,
several assistants are to be thanked for their contribution to the project: at the
University of Lund, Jonas Axelsson and Martin Sunnqvist assisted with the Compara-
tive Legal History Workshop; and at Louisiana State University, Emmanuel Billy,
Matthew Boles, Jennifer Lane, Christabelle Lefebvre, William Patrick, Ioan-Alexandru
Ulici, and Sara Vono did substantial editing. Last but not least, the editors thank Rose
Campbell, copy editor, Catherine Cumming, Harry Fabian, and Laura Mann at Edward
Elgar Publishing for their patience, continuous support, and remarkable work in
producing the book.
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