Preface
Immediately after the Lehman Brothers’ collapse shocked the world
economy, I decided to start a new research project on how economic
crises affect paradigmatic change. I flew to New York to talk to Adam
Przeworski, who had already developed an original idea on the mechanism
and dynamics of policy innovation, namely, a framework concerning
policy regimes. He welcomed my research plan.
I set up an international project team with my Japanese research collaborators and invited the most prominent economists and political scientists
who had made significant contributions in the related fields. Although we
were forced to suspend our research activities for several months in 2011,
because of the earthquakes and nuclear plant accidents, our project proceeded smoothly. Since October 2010, we have organized one or two international meetings every year at Waseda University, Tokyo, and in March
2013, we held the concluding meeting at Collegio Carlo Alberto, Turin,
which was hosted by Stefano Sacchi.
I gratefully acknowledge Margarita Estevez-Abe, Yuji Harada, Machiko
Osawa, Toshimitsu Shinkawa, Motoshi Suzuki and Keiichi Tsunekawa for
their constructive comments during the meetings in both Tokyo and Turin.
I am thankful to Hiroshi Ishida, Junichi Kawata and Kumiko Haba for
their commitment to the panel at the 2012 Annual Meeting of the Japanese
Political Science Association.
I also thank Seishi Sato and Hideki Konishi, my colleagues at Waseda
University, for their institutional support. Asako Honda, Tatsuhiko
Yamabe, Sebastian Haren and the students in my seminar at Waseda were
of immense help to me in organizing and managing the international meetings in Tokyo. Marc Brazzill, Simon Burgherr and Shichan Yang assisted
me greatly at the final stage of my project. Last but not least, I thank
Cinzia Agliani for her devoted support at Collegio Carlo Alberto during
the Turin meeting.
Our research, ‘Economic Crises and Policy Regimes’ (Project Leader:
Hideko Magara), was financially supported by the Japan Society for
the Promotion of Science through their programme Grant-in-Aid for
Scientific Research (A) (22233015) during the academic years 2010–12.
Publication of the book is partially supported by the Institute for
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