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Henry Ascher trained as a paediatric gastroenterologist but has devoted himself primarily
to refugee health for the last 20 years. He initiated and led the program on migration
and health at the former Nordic School of Public Health and is one of the founders of
a voluntary clinic for undocumented migrants in Gothenburg. His research is not least
focused on salutogenic factors for asylum-seeking and undocumented children, and
particularly the right to health in a human rights perspective. He is involved in advocacy
for refugee children through the Swedish Paediatric Society, having chaired their working
group for refugee children.
Jacqueline Bhabha is a human rights lawyer who practiced in London and at the
European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg until 1994. In 1994 she started teaching
human rights and migration related courses, and directing university-wide human rights
programs, first at the University of Chicago and then at Harvard University. She has
published extensively on issues of transnational child migration, refugee protection,
children’s rights and citizenship. She is the editor of Children without a State (MIT Press,
2011), author of Child Migration and Human Rights in a Global Age (Princeton University
Press, 2014), editor of Human Rights and Adolescence (U Penn Press, 2014) and the coeditor of Realizing Roma Rights (U Penn Press, 2017). She is also the author of Can we
Solve the Migration Crisis? (Polity Press, 2018).
Blaine Bookey is Co-Legal Director of the Center for Gender and Refugee Studies of the
University of California Hastings College of the Law where she works to advance asylum
protections for women, children and others fleeing persecution. She has authored several
studies on US asylum decision making and human rights conditions in refugee sending
countries. Blaine has also taught as an adjunct professor at UC Hastings and coordinates
the university’s Haiti Justice Initiative. Prior to joining the Center, Blaine served as a
federal appellate law clerk and legal fellow at a public interest law firm in Port au Prince,
Haiti.
Susan Bibler Coutin is Professor of Criminology, Law and Society and Anthropology
at the University of California, Irvine. She is the author of Exiled Home: Salvadoran
Transnational Youth in the Aftermath of Violence (Duke University Press, 2016), Nations
of Emigrants: Shifting Boundaries of Citizenship in El Salvador and the United States
(Cornell University Press, 2007), Legalizing Moves: Salvadoran Immigrants’ Struggle for
U.S. Residency (University of Michigan Press, 2000) and The Culture of Protest: Religious
Activism and the U.S. Sanctuary Movement (Westview Press, 1993). With Sameer Ashar,
Jennifer Chacón and Stephen Lee, she is currently studying deferred action and executive
relief.
Ilse Derluyn obtained her PhD in Educational Sciences at Ghent University (Belgium)
and is currently affiliated as associate professor to the Department of Social Work and
Social Pedagogy, teaching courses in migration and refugee studies. Ilse’s main research
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topics concern the psychosocial well-being of war-affected and refugee children, and she
is also actively involved in supporting refugees and in advocacy. Ilse has published over 40
international publications and recently obtained an ERC Starting Grant. She is heading
the Centre for the Social Study of Migration and Refugees (CESSMIR) and is co-director
of the Centre for Children in Vulnerable Situations (CCVS).
Vasileia Digidiki is a psychologist and instructor at the FXB Center for Health and
Human Rights, Harvard University. Her research areas include human trafficking, with a
special focus on victim and client blaming, and child protection in the context of the recent
humanitarian crisis in Greece. A major focus area of her research on child protection is
the phenomenon of commercial sexual exploitation of migrant children. She holds a PhD
in Clinical and Social Psychology and master’s degrees in Forensic and Social Psychology.
Alice Farmer is currently a protection officer with UNHCR. She previously led a
campaign to end immigration detention of children for Human Rights Watch, where she
was a founding member of the Interagency Working Group to End Child Immigration
Detention and an advisory committee member of the International Detention Coalition.
Alice gained further experience in international children’s rights with the Norwegian
Refugee Council, the American Civil Liberties Union and the American Refugee
Committee and worked for the US Department of Justice. She holds a BA and MPA from
Harvard University and a JD from New York University.
Heide Fehrenbach is Board of Trustees Professor of History at Northern Illinois University.
Her research explores the social and cultural effects of war, military occupation and processes of democratization, transnational histories of race, visual culture, and humanitarianism. She has published five books, most recently Humanitarian Photography: A History
(Cambridge University Press, 2015), edited with Davide Rodogno. Together they also
authored “‘A Horrific Photo of a Drowned Syrian Child’: Humanitarian Photography
and NGO Media Strategies in Historical Perspective”, International Review of the Red
Cross, issue on “The Evolution of Warfare” (2016). She is currently at work on a book
project that explores the history of humanitarianism through the lens of a camera and its
symbolic focus on the child.
Lisa Frydman is Vice President of Regional Policy and Initiatives at Kids in Need of
Defense (KIND). KIND’s regional team works to protect Central American and Mexican
migrant children on the move, in partnership with civil society organizations in the region.
Previously, Lisa was a managing attorney at the Center for Gender & Refugee Studies
(CGRS) where she worked to advance law and policy for immigrant women, children
and asylum seekers through impact litigation, national policy advocacy and training and
mentoring of attorneys. Prior to CGRS, she represented children in asylum and other
immigration cases and other matters. Lisa has trained and mentored attorneys across
the United States and has presented to federal judges, immigration judges and asylum
officers.
Olivier Geissler holds a master’s degree in International Relationships from the Graduate
Institute in Geneva as well as an executive master’s degree in Development Policies and
Practices. He has worked for 15 years with developing and in-transition countries in the
field of children’s rights. In West Africa, Olivier was responsible for the development of
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a regional network of 16 countries active in the transnational protection of children on
the move.
Wenona Giles is Professor, Anthropology Department and Resident Research Associate,
Centre for Refugee Studies, York University, where she teaches and publishes in the
areas of gender, forced migration, globalization, migration, education, nationalism and
war. Recent co-edited books include Sites of Violence: Gender and Conflict Zones (with
Jennifer Hyndman and published by University of California Press, 2004), When Care
Work Goes Global: Locating the Social Relations of Domestic Work (with Mary Romero
and Valerie Preston, Ashgate, 2014), and most recently, Refugees in Extended Exile: Living
on the Edge (with Jennifer Hyndman, Routledge, 2017).
Anders Hjern trained as a community pediatrician with a special focus on child public
health, and as such has been involved in preventive health services for migrant children
and youth in Stockholm since the 1980s. As an epidemiologist he has published extensively on topics related to migration and child and adolescent health. He is the editor of
three text books on refugee health in Swedish and is involved in advocacy for refugee
children through the Swedish Paediatric Society, where he been the spokesman on age
assessment of asylum seekers.
Jyothi Kanics is an expert on children’s rights and child protection. Since 1995 she
has been active with non-governmental and international organizations including
UNICEF and Save the Children advocating for the rights of vulnerable migrants such as
un
accompanied and trafficked children. She completed a Masters in International
Relations at Yale University and a Masters in International Human Rights Law at the
University of Oxford. She is currently a research fellow with the nccr – on the move
supported by the Swiss National Science Foundation and is working on her PhD in Law
at the University of Lucerne.
Ravi K.S. Kohli is interested in what becomes of the lives of young people who seek asylum
in richer countries. Over many years he has maintained a steadfast focus on helping their
protectors and carers to make sense of how they work in ways that ensure sustainable
lives. He has published widely in the field of children’s forced migration, focusing on law,
policy and practice. He is a qualified social worker.
Judith Kumin worked for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) from 1979
to 2012. She authored the 2012 edition of UNHCR’s State of the World’s Refugees and
was UNHCR’s Director for Europe (2009–2011). Earlier, she served as Representative
to the European Union, the Benelux countries, Canada, Germany and Yugoslavia,
and as Director of Public Information. During the Indo-Chinese refugee crisis she led
the agency’s programs for Orderly Departure from Vietnam and for resettlement from
Thailand. She is currently a Court Appointed Special Advocate for abused and neglected
children in the State of New Hampshire and teaches international human rights.
Anouche Kunth is an historian, working as a permanent research fellow at the CNRS. Her
current scientific activities are devoted to the patterns of post-genocidal societies from
an historical perspective, with the Armenians as the main case study. She pays attention
to the family level as this basic building-block of Armenian society was dismembered,
through deportations and massacres, and then through the worldwide displacement
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of survivors. Among her main publications is a recent book based on her PhD: Exils
arméniens. Du Caucase à Paris (1920–1945) (Belin, 2016).
Abimbola Lagunju, MD, is an expert in child survival and protection. He specializes in
strategic planning exercises, evaluations and impact studies. He has served as a consultant
to several international and national organizations. He currently works as the Regional
Advisor for Contents and Knowledge Management for ISS West Africa.
Abimbola Lagunju, a Nigerian, is also a writer, and author of several books and
articles.
Roger-Claude Liwanga is an Adjunct Professor of Child Protection and International
Human Rights at Emory Law School, and a Visiting Scholar with the Institute for
Developing Nations at Emory University. He was formerly a Fellow on Human
Trafficking and Forced Labor with the FXB Center for Health and Human Rights at
Harvard University. He previously taught International Law of War at Suffolk Law
School, Boston, taught Juvenile Delinquency at Clark Atlanta University, guest-lectured
the Human Trafficking and Child Protection and Human Rights Dilemmas courses at
Harvard University and was a visiting scholar with the African Studies Center at Boston
University.
Prior to teaching, Dr. Liwanga consulted with The Carter Center and the American Bar
Association-Rule of Law Initiative (ABA-ROLI) on human trafficking and other human
rights issues in Africa. He has also been a contributor to the CNN Freedom Project and
the Global Post discussing child mining labor in Africa. He has just published his book,
Child Mining an Era of High-Technology: Understanding, the Roots, Conditions and Effects
of Labor Exploitation in the Democratic Republic of Congo (Alpha Academic Press, 2017).
Anna Lundberg is a Professor of Welfare Law at Linköping University. At present Anna
conducts research about rights claiming and refugee children, in a five-year project
titled “Undocumented children’s rights claims”. The project is financed by the Swedish
Research Council (grant number 421-2012-683). Anna has an activist critical approach,
working in close collaboration with practitioners and/or right holders.
Muireann Ní Raghallaigh is a Lecturer in Social Work at University College Dublin,
Ireland and she previously worked as a social worker with unaccompanied refugee
children in Dublin. Muireann’s PhD focused on the coping strategies of unaccompanied
minors, including their use of religious coping and of “distrust” as a means of coping.
More recently, she has conducted research on care provision for these young people, on
the needs of refugee children more generally and on the experiences of adult asylum
seekers and refugees in the Irish context. As a social work academic she has a particular
interest in diversity in a social work context and in how social workers negotiate crosscultural social work practice.
Rebecca O’Donnell is an Irish lawyer who has worked on EU law matters for over 20 years.
She co-founded Child Circle, a Brussels-based center of expertise on child protection
in EU measures (www.childcircle.eu). She regularly contributes to policy meetings with
the European Commission, EU agencies and other regional bodies. As an independent
expert, she has undertaken work for the European Commission, the Council of Europe,
UNICEF and UNHCR, among others. She previously worked with Save the Children
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where she focused on EU asylum and migration. Prior to that, Rebecca was a partner in
an international law firm on EU regulatory matters.
Aida Orgocka, PhD, works as the Gender and Development Specialist for Education
Cannot Wait (ECW). Prior to joining ECW, Aida managed the Borderless Higher
Education for Refugees (BHER) project: the initiative provided onsite and online university programs for refugee and local communities in the Dadaab refugee camps in Kenya.
Her research interests include child migration, gender and education and evaluation of
development initiatives.
Olivier Peyroux is a sociologist. His work with child victims of trafficking notably from
the Balkans has involved him with in-the-field consulting assignments on local and
European child protection issues for national and international organizations including
the United Nations and the Council of Europe. His research has been widely published
in scientific journals and he is regularly consulted by the media on trafficking and child
protection issues. In addition to his non-profit commitments to children at risk, Peyroux
is a legal expert on trafficking in human beings for the French judiciary.
Philippe Rekacewicz is a French geographer, cartographer and information designer. After
completing his studies in Geography at University of Paris la Sorbonne, he worked from
1988 to 2014 as a permanent collaborator on Le Monde diplomatique. From 1996 to 2007
he also headed the cartographic unit of the United Nations Environment Programme.
Since 2014, he has worked with art museums, geopolitical institutes and international
organizations. He is co-coordinator of the website visionscarto.net and teaches as a visiting professor at various universities in Europe. In January 2017 he joined the Department
of Anthropology at the University of Helsinki as an associate researcher.
Elena Rozzi is an Italian activist engaged in promoting the rights of unaccompanied
minors (seeking and not seeking asylum), children of undocumented migrants and Roma
children, through advocacy, research, legal advice and legal empowerment. She serves
on the Board of ASGI (Association for Legal Studies on Immigration), a leading NGO
that defends the rights of asylum seekers and migrants in Italy, where she coordinates the
activities regarding migrant children. From 2001 to 2007 she was coordinator of Save the
Children Italy’s Migrant Children Programme. From 2009 to 2016 she worked on several
projects on Roma inclusion at the University of Turin, Istituto degli Innocenti and the
Association of Italian Municipalities.
Daniel Senovilla Hernández is a graduate in Law and holds a PhD in Migration
Studies from the University of Comillas, Madrid, as well as an EA and a Masters in
International Migrations. Daniel applies a multidisciplinary approach combining legal
analysis and social research at a comparative level. Since 2004 he has been based in
France, hosted by the research center MIGRINTER (CNRS). He has also worked for
the International Juvenile Justice Observatory, Brussels; Spanish Red Cross, Madrid;
and Médecins sans Frontières, Paris. He is currently in charge of the Observatory on
the Migration of Minors (OMM: www.omm.hypotheses.org) and the main editor of
the electronic journal Children and Young People on the Move – Jeunes et Mineurs en
Mobilité.
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Lisa Singh is a Senator in the Australian Federal Parliament representing the Labor
Party and the state of Tasmania. She was first elected in 2010, re-elected in 2016, and
was previously a member of the Tasmanian Parliament and a Minister in the Tasmanian
Government. Lisa is a long-time supporter of human rights and advocates for refugees.
She is outspoken as a Senator on the need for Australia to reform its immigration policy,
particularly the practice of immigration detention and the treatment of children in detention. Lisa holds an Honors degree from the University of Tasmania and master’s degree
from Macquarie University.
Ann Singleton is a senior research fellow in the School for Policy Studies at the University
of Bristol. Her research focuses on the production and use of international migration data
in the development of policy. She is Senior Advisor to the IOM’s Global Migration Data
Analysis Centre and a member of the Advisory Board of the Migration Observatory at
the University of Oxford. Between 2002 and 2004 she was responsible for policy on statistics in the European Commission’s Directorate-General for Justice and Home Affairs.
She is the editor of the Global Migration Group’s Handbook for Improving the Production
and Use of Migration Data for Development (Global Migration Group, 2017).
Ciara Smyth is a lecturer in the School of Law, NUI Galway, Ireland, where she teaches
Refugee Law, International Human Rights Law and Public International Law. Ciara
researches in the area of international, European and Irish refugee law and is particularly
interested in how refugee law and human rights law interact. For the past number of years
her research focus has been on the Common European Asylum System and her book,
European Asylum Law and the Rights of the Child (Routledge, 2014), explores the extent
to which the European regional system of refugee protection is consistent with the rights
of the child.
Carola Suárez-Orozco is a Professor of Human Development and Psychology at UCLA.
Her books include Children of Immigration, Learning a New Land and Transitions: The
Development of the Children of Immigrants. She has been awarded an APA Presidential
Citation for her contributions to the understanding of cultural psychology of immigration and has served as Chair of the APA Presidential Task Force on Immigration. She is
a member of the National Academy of Education.
Marcelo Suárez-Orozco is a Distinguished Professor and the Dean of the Graduate
School of Education and Human Development at UCLA. His books include Latinos:
Remaking America, Making Migration Work, Children of Immigration and Learning a
New Land. He is a member of the National Academy of Arts & Sciences as well as the
National Academy of Education. He has received the Orden Mexicana del Águila Azteca
and has been named one of America’s 100 Most Influential Hispanics.
Susan J. Terrio is Professor of Anthropology and French Studies at Georgetown
University. One of her recent books is Judging Mohammed: Juvenile Delinquency,
Immigration, and Exclusion at the Paris Palace of Justice (Stanford University Press,
2009). Her latest book, Whose Child Am I? Unaccompanied, Undocumented Children in
U.S. Immigration Custody (University of California Press, 2015) examines the treatment
of migrant youth in federal detention and immigration court proceedings. It was selected
as a Choice Outstanding Academic Title for 2016. Susan has a forthcoming co-edited
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volume with New York University Press entitled, Illegal Encounters: Migration, Detention
and Deportation in the Lives of Young People. She has been awarded fellowships from
National Endowment for the Humanities, the Radcliffe Institute at Harvard University,
the Russell Sage Foundation, the Institute for Advanced Study and the Woodrow Wilson
International Center for Scholars.
David B. Thronson is a scholar and practitioner whose work focuses on the intersection of
family law and immigration law, with particular emphasis on the impact of immigration
law on children. David earned his JD degree from Harvard Law School where he served
as Co-Editor-in-Chief of the Harvard Human Rights Journal. Prior to joining Michigan
State University, David served on the faculties of New York University and the University
of Nevada Las Vegas. In 2014, he was elected to membership in the American Law
Institute.
Veronica T. Thronson is Clinical Professor of Law and Director, MSU Law Clinic at
Michigan State University College of Law. She founded and directs the Immigration
Law Clinic, which represents battered immigrants and unaccompanied children. Prior to
entering academia, Veronica was the directing attorney of the Domestic Violence Project
at the Legal Aid Center of Southern Nevada and Director of Training and Legal Services
at the New York Immigration Coalition. She serves on the faculty of the National Judicial
College.
Eda Elif Tibet is a PhD candidate in Social Anthropology, University of Bern, and a
research assistant at PH Bern – Pädagogische Hochschule. Her contribution is part
of an ongoing doctoral dissertation, a joint collaboration between the University of
Bern’s Social Anthropology department and PH Bern. The research project is called
“Transnational Biographies of Education: Young Unaccompanied Asylum Seekers and
Their Navigation through Shifting Social Realities in Switzerland and Turkey” and is
funded by the Swiss National Science Foundation. It is coordinated and supervised by
Prof. Dr. Sabine Strasser and Prof. Dr. Kathrin Oester.
Mahamet Timéra is a sociologist. His research topics are migration and mobility in
Africa, to Africa and from Africa; construction of ethnic and religious identities in the
context of migration; intersection of ethnicity, race, religion: the category “Muslim black
Africans”.
Maria de los Angeles Torres is Executive Director of the Inter-University Program for
Latino Research and is Professor of Latin American and Latino Studies at the University
of Illinois at Chicago. She has written extensively on Latinos, politics and identity, and
immigration and has authored In the Land of Mirrors: The Politics of Cuban Exiles in the
United States (University of Michigan Press, 1999) and The Lost Apple: Operation Pedro
Pan, Cuban Children in the US and the Promise of a Better Future (Beacon Press, 2004);
co-authored Citizens in the Present: Civically Engaged Youth in the Americas (University
of Illinois Press, 2013), edited By Heart/De Memoria: Cuban Women’s Journeys in and
Out of Exile (Temple University Press, 2002) and co-edited Borderless Borders Latinos,
Latin American and the Paradoxes of Interdependence Temple University Press, 1998) and
Global Cities and Immigrants: The Case of Chicago and Madrid (Peter Lang, 2015). She is
currently working on a manuscript, The Elusive Present: Temporalities in Cuban Thought.
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She is part of a team that compiled a virtual collection of One Hundred Years of Chicago
Latino Art and produced Chicago Latino Art Virtual gallery.
Magnus Treiber is a Professor of Anthropology at Munich University. He holds a PhD
(Munich University 2005) and a venia legendi in Anthropology (Bayreuth University
2016). He has taught at Munich, Bayreuth and Addis Ababa universities and is affiliated
to the German Felsberg Institute (www.fibw.eu). His main fields of interest are urban
anthropology, migration, and anthropological theory and method, as well as political
conflict in the Horn of Africa. He conducted fieldwork in Asmara between 2001 and 2005
and studied Eritrean emigration in different stages and stations between Eritrea and the
wider world thereafter.
Océane Uzureau holds a master’s degree in Migration Studies at the University of Poitiers
and is currently a PhD candidate in Educational Sciences at Ghent University. A member
of the Child Move project research team, her PhD research focuses on the impact of
flight experiences on the psychological well-being of unaccompanied minors arriving
and passing through Italy to continue their migratory journey in Europe. She has been
actively involved in several action-research experiences with unaccompanied minors in
France while she worked for the Observatory on the Migration of Minors (University of
Poitiers – CNRS).
Francesco Vacchiano is Associate Researcher at the Institute of Social Sciences of the
University of Lisbon (ICS-ULisboa). An anthropologist and a clinical psychologist
with research interests in migration, medical and psychological anthropology, European
borders and boundaries, bureaucracies and politics of citizenship, and societies and
institutions of Southern Europe and North Africa. He has conducted research in
Morocco, Tunisia, Italy, Spain and Portugal on some of the main profiles of contemporary human mobility (“unaccompanied minors”, refugees and “victims of trafficking”)
and the policies and practices of their inclusion/exclusion. He is currently studying the
expectations related to migration and the experience of activism among the youth in
North Africa.
Laura van Waas is Assistant Professor at Tilburg Law School in the Netherlands, as
well as a founder and Co-Director of the Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion (www.
institutesi.org). Laura’s PhD manuscript, Nationality Matters (Intersentia, 2008), is
widely used as a reference for understanding international statelessness law, as is the edited
collection Nationality and Statelessness under International Law which she edited with
Alice Edwards (Cambridge University Press, 2014). In more than a decade of working on
statelessness, Laura has conducted studies for, among others, UNHCR, OHCHR, IOM,
Plan International, Open Society Foundations, the Women’s Refugee Commission, the
United States Department of State, the European Parliament and the Norwegian Refugee
Council.
Marianne Vervliet obtained a PhD in Educational Sciences at Ghent University, Belgium,
in 2013, with a dissertation on the trajectories of unaccompanied refugee minors. One
hundred unaccompanied refugee minors were followed during their first 18 months
in Belgium, with a focus on psychosocial well-being and different influencing factors.
Marianne Vervliet is currently working as a lecturer and coordinator of the Department
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of Special Education (“Orthopedagogie”) at the CVO TNA (center for adult education)
in Antwerpen, Belgium.
Charles Watters is Professor of Wellbeing and Social Care at the University of Sussex and
Director of the Centre for Innovation and Research in Wellbeing. His research includes
a range of international studies of asylum seekers and refugees and he has acted as
academic advisor to organizations across the globe including on Migration and Health
to the Portuguese Presidency of the European Union. Charles is Editor-in-Chief of the
International Journal of Migration, Health and Social Care. His publications include
Refugee Children: Towards the Next Horizon (Routledge, 2008).
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