Contributors
Nuha Al Sader is a PhD candidate in the Faculty of Architecture and the Built
Environment at Delft University of Technology. Her research focuses on entrepreneurial
citizenship in deprived urban neighborhoods in the Netherlands. The research is based on
a variety of qualitative research methods such as discourse analysis of policy documents,
qualitative in-depth interviews with policy makers and entrepreneurial citizens and case
studies of citizen initiatives.
Katrin B. Anacker is currently an Associate Professor in the Schar School of Policy
and Government at George Mason University. She is the lead Editor of the Routledge
Handbook of Housing Policy and Planning (Routledge, 2019) and the lead Editor of
Introduction to Housing, second edition (University of Georgia Press, 2018). She is also
the Editor of Housing and Society, the former North American Editor of the International
Journal of Housing Policy and the former Co-Editor of Housing Policy Debate.
Carlos J.L. Balsas, PhD, AICP, is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Geography
and Planning at the University at Albany. He is an urban and regional planner by training.
His main research interests are comparative urban revitalization, resilience, urban governance, non-motorized transportation planning and international planning. His most recent
book is Walkable Cities Revitalization, Vibrancy, and Sustainable Consumption (SUNY
Press, 2019).
Lionel J. Beaulieu is Director of the Purdue Center for Regional Development and Professor
in the Department of Agricultural Economics. He has played key roles in launching a
number of innovative national research and extension programs over the course of his
career, including the National e-Commerce Extension Project, the Stronger Economies
Together (SET) program (in partnership with US Department of Agriculture (USDA)
Rural Development) and the Food Assistance Research Program (in collaboration with
the USDA Economic Research Service). He has guided the Economic Development
Administration’s University Center work in Indiana since 2013. Beaulieu served as
president of the Rural Sociological Society (2003–04) and president of the Community
Development Society (2012–13). He is the recipient of a number of major awards, including
the Distinguished Rural Sociologist Award from the Rural Sociological Society, inductee
in the George Washington Carver Hall of Fame for Public Engagement at Tuskegee
University, Honor Award for External Partnership from the US Secretary of Agriculture,
National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA)/USDA National Partnership Award for
Multi-State Programs for his leadership of the SET program, Distinguished Career Award
from the National Association of Community Development Extension Professionals and
Community Development Achievement Award from the Community Development Society.
Dr Beaulieu completed his MS degree and PhD degree in Sociology from Purdue University.
Gloria Bonilla-Santiago is a Board of Governors Distinguished Service Professor, Graduate
Department of Public Policy and Administration at Rutgers, The State University of New
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Jersey. She also directs the Community Leadership Center and is the overseer and Board
Chair of the School. Throughout her academic career, she has established a track record
in coordinating large-scale programs and private and public ventures that bring together
external and internal stakeholders from a range of organizations, including government,
business, nonprofits and philanthropic sectors at the local, national and international
levels. As a leading scholar, researcher, speaker and international cross-cultural training
consultant, Dr Santiago brings over 25 years of experience in program development and
innovation, social entrepreneurship, research, fundraising, strategic planning, school
development and leadership training. She writes and speaks widely on the areas of community development, public policy, school leadership and education, migration, diversity
management and organizational leadership. In 2016–17, Dr Santiago was the recipient of
the Fulbright Specialist Award for research and professional training in Paraguay, South
America. In 2017, Dr Santiago received the Cabrini Ivy Young Willis and Martha Willis
Dale Award, which recognizes women who have made outstanding contributions in the
field of Public Affairs and Community Development. Dr Santiago is also the recipient of
the 2018 Power of Woman Award, presented by Lupe Fund. In May 2018, Dr Santiago
was the Keynote Speaker at the Cabrini University Commencement for the Master’s
Degree Students and received an Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters.
Lisa Cleckner is Director of the Finger Lakes Institute (FLI) at Hobart and William Smith
Colleges (HWS). She holds a PhD in Environmental Health Sciences from the University
of Michigan. She also holds an MBA from Simon Graduate School of Business at the
University of Rochester. Her research and educational efforts have collaborated with
various audiences including students, professionals, scientists, community members,
government agencies and businesses. She has been a pivotal player in the creation and
support of the Sustainable Community Development Program at HWS. She is also a
member of the faculty in the Environmental Studies Department at HWS.
Elizabeth A. Dobis is a Postdoctoral Scholar in the area of Regional Economic Growth
and Development with the Northeast Regional Center for Rural Development at the
Pennsylvania State University. Her research interest is spatial economic analysis, particularly in the fields of demography, poverty and health. Prior to her current position,
she worked with the Purdue Center for Regional Development as a graduate research
assistant and postdoctoral scholar. She holds a PhD in Agricultural Economics from
Purdue University specializing in Space, Health, and Population Economics (SHaPE),
which she completed in 2017. Her dissertation explores growth patterns and interactions
among cities within the American system of cities. She also holds an MS in Agricultural
Economics from Purdue University, which she completed in 2011. Her master’s thesis
explores health care utilization of vulnerable and non-vulnerable populations in the
United States and was awarded an Outstanding Master’s Thesis – Honorable Mention
award from the Agricultural and Applied Economics Association in 2012. She was also
a recipient of the Frederick N. Andrews Fellowship from Purdue University. She holds
a BA in Geography, an honors BS in Economics and a minor in Mathematics from the
University of Minnesota – Twin Cities, which she completed in 2008.
Brenda M. Elias was awarded a Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation Graduate
Research Fellowship upon completing her Bachelor of Applied Science at the University
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of Guelph. She obtained her Master of Science degree from the University of Guelph with
specialty in housing and gerontology and has a Specialist Certificate in Aging, Graduate
School of Social Work, University of Michigan. In 2009 she completed her PhD in Adult
Education and Community Development at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education
(OISE), University of Toronto. Her thesis was on rural homelessness and subsequently
she served as Project Coordinator for the Mental Health Commission of Canada on
their Homelessness Research Initiative. In 2012, Brenda was a member of the Advisory
Committee on the Law as it Affects Older Adults, with the Law Commission of Ontario
and has been a 2018 faculty member of the Chang School of Continuing Education at
Ryerson University for 5 years in the Non-profit and Voluntary Sector Management
Program. For the past 15 years she has been teaching Foundations of Social Gerontology
at the University of Guelph Humber degree program in Family and Community Social
Sciences and is Professor and Coordinator of the Multidisciplinary Gerontology
Certificate at Humber College School of Social and Community Services. Courses
taught include Legislation for Social Services, Case Management, Canadian Political
Process, Women and Aging at York University, Special Topics related to Indigenous
Studies, Community Development and Social Policy. As an Ontario Public Servant for
over 20 years Brenda has held many executive positions including 6 years as Director,
Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care and Director of Economic Development and
Communications for the Ontario Women’s Directorate and more recently has provided
consulting services on Leadership and Change and creating Age Friendly Communities
to several national and provincial nonprofit boards. Brenda is interested in legal and
ethical issues related to aging, social justice, community development, supportive housing
(homelessness) and life span development, and has been primarily involved in policy
development and community-based participatory research. She is currently Research
Director for Reena, a nonprofit agency providing supportive housing to those individuals
with intellectual challenges, and has served as a former Board Director with Abbeyfield
of Canada, a nonprofit agency offering independent older adults a retirement housing
option that balances privacy and companionship, and security and independence.
Kathleen Flowers earned her undergraduate degree in Communications from Stonehill
College and her EdM in Higher Education Administration from the University at Buffalo.
She joined Hobart and William Smith College in 2004 and is responsible for strategic
leadership and management of the Center for Community Engagement and ServiceLearning. Ms Flowers oversees the service-learning and community-based research
programs, the Summer of Service internship program, and she co-facilitates the Faculty
Service-Learning Advisory Council. Her purview also includes federal work-study tutoring programs, Alternative Spring Break trips and postgraduate service opportunities.
She is an AmeriCorps VISTA alumna and serves on the board for five local nonprofit
agencies.
Shadrack Frimpong, described by the late United Nations Secretary General, Mr Kofi
Annan, as the “embodiment of youth leadership,” is a proud son of a peasant farmer
and charcoal seller from rural Ghana. Frimpong secured a full scholarship to attend
the University of Pennsylvania, later graduating as a University Scholar and one of
five students in his graduating class to be awarded the $150,000 President’s Engagement
Prize, Penn’s highest honor. With the prize as seed funding, Mr Frimpong founded
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Cocoa360 and pioneered the “farm-for-impact” model: a tuition-free girls’ school and
hospital sustained by proceeds from a cocoa plantation. In less than 3 years of operation,
Cocoa360 has grown to 30 full-time staff members, cared for 3,000 patients and reached
over 35,000 farmers in eight communities. Cocoa360 currently educates 120 young girls
and is poised to scale its model into three new communities in 2019. Mr Frimpong is a
recipient of many other awards, including the prestigious Samuel Huntington Public
Service Award; the Queen’s Young Leader Award; and the Ghana Legacy Honors, making
him the youngest person ever to receive one of Ghana’s highest honors. In addition to his
work with Cocoa360, Mr Frimpong is currently pursuing an MS in Nonprofit Leadership
at the University of Pennsylvania’s School of Social Policy and Practice.
Julia Fursova is a doctoral candidate at York University, Faculty of Environmental
Studies, Toronto, Canada. Her doctoral research examines community action for health
justice in urban environments with the focus on the role of nonprofit organizations in
advancing or impeding community action for health justice. The research integrates
institutional ethnography and participatory action research. As a researcher, she is
committed to anti-oppression principles and methodologies. For this reason, she chooses
transparent processes and highly participatory methods of data collection and analysis,
including participatory action research and arts-based methods. She has over 15 years
of experience in nonprofit and public sectors in Canada and abroad. Her academic
pursuits have been continuously influenced by her personal experience as an immigrant
woman advocating for health equity and justice, as well as by her experience as a service
provider in the nonprofit sector. As an immigrant woman, she experienced how one’s
social location is produced through multiple aspects of positionality that are socially and
politically constructed and depend on a geographical locale and socio-political context.
Critical reflection on the changing social location within systems of power continuously
informs her understanding of how privilege and oppression shape individual experiences.
As an academic, she is committed to examining the dialectical relationship between an
individual and a system with a goal to inform progressive social change.
Ivis García, AICP, PhD, is an Assistant Professor in the City and Metropolitan Planning
Department at the University of Utah. She is a fellow and board member of the AssetBased Community Development Institute at DePaul University, Chicago. García earned
her PhD in Urban Planning and Policy from the University of Illinois at Chicago. She
holds dual master’s degrees from the University of New Mexico in Community and
Regional Planning and Latin American Studies and a bachelor’s degree in Environmental
Sciences from Inter-American University in Puerto Rico.
Femida Handy is Professor of Social Policy at the School of Social Policy and Practice at
the University of Pennsylvania and the Director of the PhD program in Social Welfare.
Her research and teaching focus on the economics of the nonprofit sector, volunteering,
philanthropy, nonprofit management, entrepreneurship and microfinance. Prior to
being appointed as Editor-in-Chief of Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly in 2010,
the premier journal in the field, she served on the editorial board of several academic
journals. Professor Handy has published widely in a variety of scientific journals on a
variety of nonprofit-related topics, and her work has garnered many awards. Her most
recent book, Ethics for Social Impact (Palgrave Publishing, 2018), focuses on ethical
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decision-making for nonprofit leaders. Other recent books include The Practice and
Promise of Philanthropy in India (Sage Publishing, 2016) and The Palgrave Research
Companion to Global Philanthropy (Palgrave Publishing, 2015), which she co-edited. She
has also written on environmental issues, including a children’s book that introduces the
concept of ecological footprint. Currently, Professor Handy’s research projects include an
NIH-funded project that investigates if and how autistic youth benefit by volunteering;
research on the role of volunteering in the lives of immigrants; and a study of the transmission of values and behaviors across generations in three countries. Before coming to
Penn, Professor Handy was Associate Professor at the Faculty of Environmental Studies
at York University in Toronto, Canada.
Brandon Hofstedt is Associate Professor of Sustainable Community Development
and Director of the Center for Rural Communities at Northland College since 2010.
Currently, Dr Hofstedt is the Community Economic Development program manager
with the Community Development Institute, Division of Extension at the University of
Wisconsin, Madison. Dr Hofstedt has a PhD in Sociology from Iowa State University,
and his research focuses on rural community sustainability and community resilience. He
has extensive experience administering quantitative and qualitative methodologies to
understand community issues and using social scientific data to inform community level
decisions. He is the principal investigator and lead researcher of the Northwoods Quality
of Life project.
Justin B. Hollander is a Professor of Urban and Environmental Policy and Planning and
Director of the Certificate of Advanced Graduate Studies (CAGS) in Urban Justice and
Sustainability at Tufts University. His research and teaching is in the areas of shrinking
cities, Big Data, brownfields and the intersection between cognitive science and the design
of cities. He is the author of seven books on urban planning and design, most recently
An Ordinary City: Planning for Growth and Decline in New Bedford, Massachusetts
(Palgrave, 2018) and A Research Agenda for Shrinking Cities (Edward Elgar, 2018).
Professor Hollander has conducted extensive research exploring the relationship between
urban development, planning, well-being and health, including work for the Cities of
New York, Baltimore and Detroit, among others. His international research has been
supported through grants from the Governments of Canada and Quebec, as well as
through funding from Duy Tan University in Vietnam. He runs a podcast through
iTunes, “Cognitive Urbanism,” where he talks about the big ideas of urban planning and
community development.
James G. Huff, Jr., PhD, serves as Associate Director and Associate Professor of
Human Needs and Global Resources and Anthropology at Wheaton College (Wheaton,
Illinois). His scholarly interests focus on international and rural community development, religion in Latin America, faith-rooted social movements and nongovernmental
organizations (NGOs) and comprehensive community initiatives. He also has an interest
in the pedagogy of study abroad programs and cross-cultural learning. His research
examines the changing religious landscapes of contemporary Latin America, with a
particular focus on the social and economic changes generated by the rapid growth of
Pentecostal-charismatic forms of Christianity across the region. For the past decade he
has regularly conducted ethnographic fieldwork in El Salvador where he has documented
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the involvement of Pentecostal churches in community-based development projects. As
an applied anthropologist, Dr Huff has worked with various NGOs and communitybased organizations to evaluate the effectiveness of their programs to alleviate poverty
and to strengthen human well-being and community resiliency.
M. Rezaul Islam, PhD, is a Professor in Social Work at the Institute of Social Welfare
and Research, University of Dhaka, Bangladesh and International Academic Adviser at
the Department of Social Administration and Justice, University of Malaya, Malaysia.
He is actively involved in social work education and the professional development of
social work in Bangladesh and Malaysia. He is a community development expert and he
has numerous research works and publications in the community development field. His
research focuses on the migrant labor force, human rights and poverty, nongovernmental
organizations (NGOs) and community development, child welfare and social development, which is embedded by a human rights approach and inspired by people who are
vulnerable and affected by structural causes of poverty, unemployment and inequalities.
Somayeh Khademi is a Visiting Lecturer at the Payam-e Noor University, Shiraz branch.
Her main research interest is in sustainable urban development and urban neighborhoods. She is particularly interested in issues concerning social sustainability, the urban
environment and studying the historic districts. Khademi is currently working on a
research project on social sustainability in the field of urban neighborhoods. She studied
for her bachelor degree in Social Planning at Shiraz University in 2008 and then pursued
her master’s degree in Urban and Regional Planning at the Art University of Isfahan
and graduated in 2011. She then joined the Department of Geography and Urban
Planning at the Kharazmi University in Tehran. She has taught courses such as an
Introduction to Urbanization, Fundamentals of Urbanization, Urban Infrastructure and
Facilities, Fundamentals and Methods of Urban Planning, Regional Planning, Ecology,
Environmental Planning and Design and Environmental Psychology since 2015 as a
visiting lecturer at the Payam-e Noor University, Shiraz branch. Also, she has conducted
and supervised some of the final projects of bachelor students in the same university on
issues like quality of life and urban vitality. As well as this, she has published some articles
in the field of community development.
Reinout Kleinhans is Associate Professor of Urban Regeneration and Neighbourhood
Change at the Faculty of Architecture and the Built Environment, Delft University
of Technology. His research interests and expertise include urban regeneration, social
capital, citizens’ self-organization, community entrepreneurship and citizen engagement. Reinout has published widely on neighborhood change, social implications of
urban restructuring, community enterprise, co-production, online governance and
the use of digital participatory platforms for co-production between citizens and
governments.
Richard C. Knopf, PhD, is Professor of Community Resources and Development at
Arizona State University (ASU) and serves as Director of ASU’s Partnership for
Community Development (PCD). His research has focused on grassroots community
organizing, sustainable community development practices, life quality enhancement,
sustainable livelihoods and sustainable economic growth. Dr Knopf is a recipient of
the Community Development Achievement award from the Community Development
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Contributors  xv
Society, and is known for his capacity to build innovative partnership among government
organizations, NGOs, faith communities, businesses, environmental groups and other
community-based organizations to help communities co-create collective vision and
action to achieve that vision.
Patsy Kraeger is an Assistant Professor in the Master’s Public Administration program at
Georgia Southern University, in the College of Behavioral and Social Sciences, Department
of Public and Nonprofit Studies. She received her PhD in Public Administration from
Arizona State University (ASU), the School of Public Affairs, with a certificate in
Nonprofit Leadership and Management from the School of Community Resources
and Development. She also holds a master’s degree in Nonprofit Studies from ASU, the
School of Community Resource and Development. She has studied social enterprise,
innovation and entrepreneurship at the European Summer School on Social Economy,
the Department of Economics of the University of Bologna (Forlì Campus), Italy and
through the EMES Research Network, University of Trento, Italy. She holds a JD from
Mercer University; and an AB from Sweet Briar College with a double major in history
and international relations. She is a co-editor with Dr Rhonda Phillips in the first edition
of the four volume series Community Planning and Development (Critical Concepts
in Built Environment) (Routledge, 2017) and the lead co-editor for New Dimensions in
Community Well-Being (Springer, 2017). She has published in the areas of community
development and quality of life, philanthropy and public policy, nonprofit education
and other related areas in various journals. Her primary research interests are focused on
community development, the study of philanthropy vis-à-vis democracy as well as social
enterprise in a public policy context.
Indraneel Kumar is the Regional Planner: GIS (Geographic Information System) and
Spatial Analysis for the Purdue Center for Regional Development (PCRD). He received
undergraduate and graduate degrees in Architecture, Urban and Regional Planning and
Community Planning from India and the United States. Indraneel earned a PhD in Civil
Engineering with a major in transportation and infrastructure systems from Purdue
University in 2014. At PCRD, he focuses on regional economic analysis, socioeconomic
data snapshots, GIS databases and spatial analysis. His two decades of work experience
include comprehensive planning for large metropolitan regions, districts and counties in
India and the United States. He has participated in several regional economic development
research grants and projects funded by the US Economic Development Administration,
Rural Development (RD) and Economic Research Service (ERS) of the US Department
of Agriculture (USDA) and state agencies of Indiana, such as the Office of Community
and Rural Affairs (OCRA) and Indiana State Department of Agriculture (ISDA). A
few noted regional economic development projects where he has participated as a team
member include industry and occupation clusters in the US, motorsports clusters in
Indiana, Stronger Economies Together (SET) and Resilience to the Intergenerational
Transmission of Poverty.
Robin Lewis serves as an Assistant Professor in the Environmental Studies Program at
Hobart and William Smith Colleges in Geneva, New York where she offers courses on
biodiversity, sustainability, qualitative methods and community development. She also
serves as Chair of the Colleges’ Sustainable Community Development Program. Many
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of her courses integrate service-learning projects that focus on cultivating and sustaining
reciprocal relationships between the Colleges and the broader Geneva community. In
addition to her community-based work in the Finger Lakes region of upstate New York,
Dr Lewis also conducts research on knowledge production and circulation in the field of
bryology in collaboration with colleagues at the University of Tennessee – Knoxville. As
a graduate student, she earned a Fulbright fellowship to Malaysia where she completed
13 months of ethnographic fieldwork. She completed her PhD in Geography at the
University of Arizona in 2011.
Jerrold McGrath designs and delivers interventions in systems that are failing to meet the
needs of those that are meant to be served by them. He works in the creative and cultural
sector and his practice reintegrates fragmented disciplines and communities around
issues of shared concern. He has developed partnerships, cross-sector collaborations
and development programs to leverage the strengths of various sectors in addressing
complex, systems-level social and cultural issues (hopelessness, economic inequality
and city building). Jerrold is currently the Director of Programs for Artscape Daniels
Launchpad, a 30,000-square-foot creative entrepreneurship hub in Toronto, Canada. He
was previously the Director of Creative Ecology Leadership at the Banff Centre for Arts
and Creativity and the Director of Innovation and Program Partnerships for leadership
programming at the Banff Centre. Jerrold completed his master’s in Strategic Innovation
and Change at the University of Denver with a focus on strategy formulation in creative
sector organizations. Jerrold writes on systems change and has been invited to speak at
events such as C2-MTL; the Open Leadership Summit in Portland; Maker Faire Global in
New York; the Association Forum of Chicagoland; and many more. Jerrold helped found
the Toronto Arts Council Cultural Leader’s Lab; ALT/Now; Hope Decoded, among 100
other programs. Jerrold is an ambassador for the STATE Festival in Berlin and is a BMW
Foundation Responsible Leader.
Dyana P. Mason is an Assistant Professor at the University of Oregon’s School of
Planning, Public Policy and Management. Her research and teaching focus on nonprofit
management and governance, including the use of diversity and inclusion practices,
fundraising, community development and teaching nonprofit management. Her work
has appeared in leading journals including Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly,
Voluntas, Journal of Public Administration and Research and Theory and the International
Journal of Cultural Policy. She is interested in all things “nonprofit,” and has also led
study abroad courses to Southeast Asia and Argentina to study the role of nonprofit
organizations in comparative context.
Abolfazl Meshkini is Associate Professor in Geography and Urban Planning at the
Faculty of Humanities, Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran, Iran. He received his PhD
from Shahid Beheshti University in Urban Geography. His main research interests are in
housing and neighborhood, community development, urban development plans, Islamic
cities and quality of urban environment. He has authored or co-authored several research
papers in these fields for national and international conferences and peer-reviewed
journals. He also has granted and conducted several projects on community and urban
planning. Moreover, he has been supervisor of more than 100 academic projects, dissertations and theses. Dr Meshkini is credited with achieving awards and honors from several
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private and public sector organizations in Iran. In addition, he is director and reviews
editor of several scientific journals as well as academic associations.
Mostafa Norouzi graduated from the Geography and Urban Planning Department
at Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran, Iran. His work focuses specifically on (1) the
urban quality of life (residential environment satisfaction, housing quality, livability and
well-being), (2) community development (community participation, housing and neighborhood planning, capacity building and social sustainable development), and (3) urban
social geography (poverty, spatial justice, geographic disparities and access to services
and resources in disadvantaged communities and distressed areas). He has presented and
published several research papers in the same fields for national and international conferences and peer-reviewed journals. He also has conducted several projects on community
planning and quality of life.
Max Page is Professor of Architecture and Director of Historic Preservation Initiatives
at the University of Massachusetts (UMass) in Amherst. Professor Page directs the
Master of Design in Historic Preservation program, which trains students for careers
in historic preservation and related fields. He received his education at Yale University
(BA, magna cum laude in History, 1988) and from the University of Pennsylvania (PhD,
1995). Professor Page teaches and writes about the history of cities and architecture. He
has written or edited eight books on subjects ranging from the destruction and rebuilding
of New York City, in reality and in the imagination, the urbanist Jane Jacobs, the history
of historic preservation, the architecture of the UMass campus and the future of higher
education.
C. Bjørn Peterson, PhD, is Senior Research Associate at the Partnership for Community
Development at Arizona State University and Instructor in Transformational Leadership
at Seattle University. His research has focused on the relationship between identity
construction among community workers and the corresponding programs, projects and
interventions of these individuals and groups. Dr Peterson is an international scholarpractitioner based in Seattle, Washington.
Rhonda Phillips, PhD, FAICP, is Dean of the Purdue Honors College and Professor in
the Agricultural Economics Department. Previously, she served as Associate Dean at
Arizona State University and as Professor and Director, School of Community Resources
and Development. She also served as Senior Sustainability Scientist in Arizona State
University’s Global Institute of Sustainability and as affiliate faculty in the School of
Public Affairs and School of Geographical Sciences and Urban Planning. Earlier in
her career, she was a member of the faculty of the University of Florida’s Urban and
Regional Planning Department, held visiting appointments at the University of Vermont
in the Community Development and Applied Economics Department and is a three-time
Fulbright award recipient. As a planning and community and economic development
specialist, community quality of life, development and well-being comprise the focus
of her research and outreach activities. She is author or editor of 27 academic books,
including Introduction to Community Development (Routledge, 2015) and The Handbook
of Community Well-Being Research (Springer, 2017). Rhonda is former editor of the
journal, Community Development, and is founding editor of the book series, Community
Development Research and Practice and Current Issues in Community Development,
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both in conjunction with the Community Development Society and Routledge. She is
founding editor of the International Journal of Community Well-Being, published by
Springer, and is launching a new journal, Local Development & Society with Taylor &
Francis. Phillips’ work prior to joining academe was in community and economic planning and development at the state, local and regional levels; she is a member of the College
of Fellows of the American Institute of Certified Planners, nominated and inducted
in 2016 for career achievements. Rhonda is past President of the International Society
for Quality-of-Life Studies, www.isqols.org, and serves on the site visitor team of the
national Planning Accreditation Board. She received her doctorate in city and regional
planning and an MS in Economics from the Georgia Institute of Technology; and an
MS in Economic Development and a BS in Geography from the University of Southern
Mississippi. She was the first woman to graduate from the doctoral program in City and
Regional Planning at the Georgia Institute of Technology.
Jason Reece is an Assistant Professor of City and Regional Planning in the Knowlton
School at the Ohio State University. His research, teaching and professional experience
focus on social equity in city planning, community development and public health. Reece
has acted as an advisor and capacity builder to foundations, nonprofits, community
organizations and government agencies. He has managed more than $10 million in
research initiatives and contributed to more than 110 scholarly or technical publications.
His work has been featured in 41 media publications and he has been an invited guest
speaker at more than 300 professional engagements. Reece has worked with partner
organizations in more than 30 states in the US and acted as a capacity builder for the US
Department of Housing and Urban Development Sustainable Communities Initiative
for 4 years. He currently is President of the Board of Directors for the Parsons Avenue
Community Development Corporation. Reece was formerly the Senior Associate Director
and Director of Research for the Kirwan Institute for the Study of Race and Ethnicity at
the Ohio State University. He established the Opportunity Communities program at the
Institute, developed the opportunity mapping methodology and established the Institute’s
Health Equity program.
Mark Roseland is Director and Professor, School of Community Resources and
Development, Arizona State University (ASU) and Senior Sustainability Scientist, Julie
Ann Wrigley Global Institute of Sustainability at ASU. Before ASU, he was at Simon
Fraser University (SFU) in Vancouver, Canada, where he was professor of planning in
the School of Resource and Environmental Management and Director of the Centre
for Sustainable Development. He is a Registered Professional Planner and full member
of the Canadian Institute of Planners, and he has worked as Chief City Planner for a
municipality in the Metro Vancouver area. He has been cited by the Vancouver Sun as
“one of Vancouver’s top 50 living public intellectuals” and has received both the SFU
Sustainability Network Award for Excellence in Research on Sustainability and the SFU
President’s Award on Leadership in Sustainability. Dr Roseland lectures internationally
and advises communities and governments on sustainable development policy and planning. His best-selling book Toward Sustainable Communities: Solutions for Citizens and
Their Governments (New Society Publishers, 2012) is in its fourth edition. He is also the
founder of Pando | Sustainable Communities, a multilingual online network to promote
collaboration between sustainable communities researchers and practitioners.
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Kazi Abdur Rouf is a Professor at Noble International University, a Research Associate
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